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Generator (Residential) Handout 
 

A permit is required to install or replace a generator.  The backup electrical generator unit can only be installed in a rear 
yard and must be a minimum of 10 feet from side property lines and at least 20 feet from an adjoining property owner’s 
window.  In no case shall a generator unit be located on any easement.  No generator shall be located in any front yard, 
side yard or corner side yard.  
 
An application must be submitted through our online portal at lincolnwood.onlama.com (you can also access the portal by 
scanning QR code above). You will need to apply for a “Generator” permit and will need to include the following 
information: 

 
The online permit application will require the following information:  

• Homeowner Information including name, address, telephone number and email address  
• Contractor Information: If contractors have not been selected at the time of application submitted, please 

note that a permit will not be issued until all contractors have been identified and registered with the 
Village. 

• A detailed and enumerated proposal(s) that lists the type and size of the generator and details all proposed 
work with cost breakout, signed by the owner and contractor, refer to Illinois 815 ILCS 513/15 Section 15 

• A recent [dated within five (5) years] legal plat of survey (not a Google Earth image, sketch or a site 
plan) showing the proposed location of the generator with dimensions.  

 
The following information will need to be shown on the provided Plat of Survey:  

• The location of the gas meter 
• An indication of where the gas line is being installed and indicate the lengths of all piping segments 
• Locations for all proposed shut off valves 
• Show the existing electric panel location as well as the electric meter location 
• Show the location(s) for the transfer switch and all other new electrical panels for the new generator 

.   
Please note the following requirements for any Generator Installation: 

• Gas piping shall not penetrate the building foundation walls at any point below grade. 
• All below grade gas lines shall be a minimum of eighteen (18) inches below grade.  CSST (Corrugated 

Stainless-Steel Tubing), if buried, shall be labeled and listed for direct burial.  Approved natural gas 
plastic pipe, buried only, shall not be operated at pressures greater than 100 psi.  Ensure a yellow trace 
wire is also installed when gas pipe has been buried.  (* Call for inspection prior to burial of gas piping.) 

• Indicate the location of shut-off valve(s).  There shall be one at the meter or connection point as well as 
one at the generator within six (6) feet of the appliance. 

• The gas meter shall be sized for maximum cubic feet/hour based on whole house natural gas usage and 
load calculation for the generator.  

• Provide the existing gas meter size and the proposed gas meter size?  (* Upgrading of the existing gas 
meter may be required.) 

• Provide the size of the gas pipe as well as the length from the meter to the appliance. (See table below for 
pipe sizing)  

• Submit a copy of the manufacturer's specification and installation manual. This manual will be returned to 
you at the time the permit is issued.  

• Indicate the location of the generator and 4” concrete pad, unless specific manufacturer requirements 
allow alternative, and show the required clearances using dimensions to all exterior walls, window wells, 
windows, doors, vegetation, dryer vents, bathroom exhaust vents or high efficiency furnace vent piping. 

• Provide photographs of the desired location.  (exterior walls/corner of home)   

http://www.lincolnwoodil.org/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=081505130K15


• Provide the nameplate rating of the generator.  
• Provide a one-line electrical diagram. 

 

 
Required Clearances 

 
 
Per Village of Lincolnwood ordinance for Site Management chapter 14.15.10(M) Permissible hours of construction: 
 Monday through Friday: 7:00 am to 6:00 pm 
 Saturday: 7:00 am to Noon 
 Sunday: Construction prohibited 
 
For all direct burial excavations, call J.U.L.I.E at either 811or 1-800-892-0123 forty-eight (48) hours before you dig per 
Illinois State law. This is to verify the location of underground utilities in the area. The service is provided to you at no 
charge. 


