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FOREWORD
Preparation of this plan has been guided by the Lincoln Avenue Streetscape Committee, a seven member broad-based citizen committee appointed by the Village Board.  Development of this
streetscape plan is an outgrowth of previous work completed by the Village by another citizen led committee, the Lincoln Avenue Task Force.

In 2005, the Lincoln Avenue Task Force developed a dynamic vision and an overall comprehensive plan to guide redevelopment and revitalization within the Lincoln Avenue Corridor. This
Task Force Report, adopted by the Village Board and incorporated into the Village’s Comprehensive Plan, set out a number of recommendations and necessary actions required to achieve the
vision for Lincoln Avenue- that is, as an attractive corridor and desirable main street for the community.  Two key recommendations of this report were: 1) to modify Village land use codes so
as to encourage new uses and to embody new urbanism, form-based redevelopment principles; and, 2) to create a unified corridor streetscape plan for the public right-of-way that would
encourage pedestrian use, a sense of place, as well as improve public safety in the corridor.

Much work has already occurred toward implementing the vision and recommendations of the 2005 report. Village land use codes have been modified for the Lincoln Avenue corridor to
encourage new retail and mixed use development, consistent with new urbanism form–based development principles. The first of such developments are now either under construction or have
recently opened within the corridor.

This Streetscape Plan for Lincoln Avenue carries forward the community vision enunciated by in the 2005 Task Force Report for the corridor.  While implementation of land use controls
necessarily pertain to private development in the corridor, this streetscape plan specifically considers improvements to the public right-of-way.   As recommended in the Task Force Report, this
streetscape plan provides for designated parking lanes for much of the corridor, improves pedestrian safety and pedestrian crosswalks, assists in reducing high traffic speeds of vehicles,
modifies certain corridor intersections to improve public safety, minimizes parkway curb cuts and envisions completion of median landscaping, parkway restoration and installation of new
street lighting and attractive pedestrian-friendly amenities.

Further, this plan incorporates multi-modal transportation alternatives. In addition to accommodating vehicle traffic and encouraging pedestrian use of the public right-of-way, this streetscape
plan also calls for creation of dedicated bike lanes in the corridor, consistent with regional bikeway plans.

This streetscape plan is intended as a guide for future decision makers for the physical improvement of the Lincoln Avenue public right-of-way.  It provides basic streetscape design principles
and engineering standards.  Because implementation of all facets of this plan could necessarily take years, due to budget constraints and the inherent costs to undertake long term physical
improvements, this plan also provides a phasing strategy to carry-out in stages, such physical improvements.  Moreover, this plan also provides for an interim striping plan that can be
implemented more quickly at relatively little cost, yet providing a number of immediate benefits of the plan.

The community vision for Lincoln Avenue as a dynamic, vibrant, attractive, multi-modal main street is exciting.  This plan has been prepared to assist the community toward attaining this
vision.
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